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            23rd October 2020 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
The end of term is here! I can’t quite believe how quickly the last 7 weeks have flown by. This quote seems to sum up how the 
children, staff  and parents feel about being back in school since September.  
 

“Time is passing : not leaden stepping 
But sprinting on winged feet, 

Quick silver slipping by.” 
― Richard L. Ratliff  

 
News From The Classrooms: 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, the children in year 1 have been focusing on Poetry, they have written beautiful short poems 
about their Mum's or Dad's. During Science, they have been fully immersed in learning about how to fix a broken bone! They 
used materials in the classroom to build a bandage to help fix their broken bone (which was a stick!). During art they have 
been very creative, designing and producing Mosaics based on a local artist study. Finally, in Forest School, they have created 
potions, built dens and cooked S'mores and Popcorn. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In Year 4 the children have been busy finding out about the life of Anglo-Saxon people. They have researched a variety of areas 

and then produced a fact-file and written a diary entry imagining that they have visited an Anglo-Saxon village. Working together 

they edited each others writing. The children have also continued to engage enthusiastically in Forest schools; bread baking, 

Viking shield designing and developing their team skills by creating assault courses. Well done Year 4! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 5 have had a fantastic term and have worked really hard. We have produced some excellent diaries in role as Queen        

Victoria. We will be uploading these onto the school website so that you can take a look. They have also thoroughly enjoyed   

forest school. In the past couple of weeks they have made: popcorn, assault courses, shelters and Victorian toys! In Science,   

children have enjoyed learning about evolution, Charles Darwin, plants and pollination. We had an RE day this week where we 

debated the Christian creation story vs the big bang theory and they asked brilliant philosophical questions. 

 

 

 
 
 

Fabulous fun 
in Forest 
School! 

Busy editing! 



Grant From Langdyke Countryside Trust 
 
We are very excited to hear that we are going to be recipients of a £500 grant from the Langdyke Countryside Trust to             
develop and restore our pond area. The Trust are also working with Barnack Parish Council on a Nature Recovery Plan, of which 
this forms part of.  Overseeing the project is Ms Hawes, who runs our Forest School (and is also a parent at school).  The Trust     
are very keen to engage with the school over wildlife and are very excited about supporting the work of Ms Hawes and her 
group of enthusiastic volunteers!  
 
The money received will go towards the cost of a pond liner and developing a dipping platform.  We look forward to reporting 
the progress of this next year! 
 
Thank you to Mr Mould who is a parent at school and also is the Trustee of the Langdyke Countryside Trust.   
 
To find out more about the work of the Langdyke Trust please visit their website: www.langdyke.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

House Captains 

The House Captains have been elected in Year 6. 

Parker: Amelia & Louis 

Dawson: Rose & William 

Vipan: Daniel & Carrie 

Latchford: Tilly & Toby 

 

 

House Competition 

The House Captains have announced their first whole school competition! 

Can you design a logo for your house? 

All entries due in by Friday  6th November—please bring drawings into school during the first week back or email entries to 
office@barnack.peterborough.sch.uk  



A message from Mrs Jones 
  
This term has seen our community pull together in the midst of a global pandemic. I would like to thank you for working with us 
throughout these unprecedented times, your feedback has been valued and has helped to shape our thoughts. The transition for 
our Reception class has been seamless and each and every child has settled into their new routine at school. Our whole school 
attendance so far this term is 97.9% - this is truly incredible during these uncertain times – thank you for your commitment. 
 
We have welcomed Miss Brass, Miss Langan and Miss Bleaken to our Barnack team this term. We are delighted with how they have 
settled into our community at Barnack and embraced the new term.  
  
I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on our school improvement – there has been a lot going on this term! 
  
We have fully restructured the curriculum using our philosophical big question - ‘What makes us who we are?’ This has created 
meaning and purpose to our lessons with real-life situations often being brought to the front as well as abstract concepts. The     
progression of skills are developed throughout the school and the curriculum overviews and knowledge maps support this for you at 
home (they are available on our school website). 
  
Since September, Mrs Harwood (Deputy Head at Orton St John’s/Maths Hub associate) has been working with Mr Forman           
developing implementation plans and supporting teachers with maths planning. Our Greater Depth Year 6 children have also      
enjoyed and benefited from her online live KS3 maths sessions. Mrs Harwood sent us a lovely email which shows how incredible our 
children are. She wrote,  “I just wanted to say what an absolute delight it was to work with the Barnack Greater Depth group. They 
are a credit to themselves and to Barnack.” 
 
Mrs Ross (English and curriculum lead) has led phonics teaching sessions, modelling Read, Write, Inc – our main focus has been on 
the speed sounds section of the lesson. We are delighted with the progress the children are making. 
 
Mrs Ross has also been supporting new teachers and providing feedback for the English planning. The feedback we have had from 
parents has been really positive, including the following comment from one parent “I can tell she is being challenged, she has fallen 
back in love with reading, which is lovely to see as she’s barely read over the last few months”. Mrs Ross and I spoke to children 
throughout the English development day and they commented on how learning the skills in reading has really given them             
confidence to answer the more challenging texts. 
  
On top of all this, all staff have had Pivotal behaviour training – our new behaviour policy is on our website. Our children are        
enjoying being rewarded for their positive attitude, hard work and going above and beyond – hot chocolate club is certainly a hit! 
  
On a final note, many of you may be aware of the transition assessments we completed during the first few weeks of term. These 
were to pick up any gaps the children may have had due to lockdown. Following these, staff have been working hard to close the 
gaps. We have had our Year 6 results back this week following their Impact Assessments and the data has shown they have made 
fantastic progress compared to other Pixl schools – our results show accelerated progress in all areas. 
  
It has certainly been a busy half term – enjoy your week's holiday and we look forward to another positive term at  
Barnack Primary School. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
The Barnack Team 
 
 
 
 
 


