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Autumn Term 2020Incredible Year 6! 

In Year 6, we believe that every member of the team - adults and children - have the 
capability to succeed beyond their own expectations. We aspire to be the best and 
everything we do is to ensure this.
  
Our children work incredibly hard - many make outstanding progress - and it is this, 
coupled with respect, responsibility and readiness to learn which makes Year 
6 the ‘best’ year for many of the young people at St John’s, Winyates and Barnack. Working 
as a team across the three schools has challenged us all to improve in everything we do.

A big part of our success is because of the strong relationships the staff and pupils have 
with each other in the classroom. The student’s maturity means that a mutual respect and 
understanding between themselves and their teacher leads to them feeling safe to push 
themselves out of their comfort zone in terms of their learning and this is wonderful to see - 
and leads to excellent results for the pupils as they move on to secondary school.

English
In Year 6, we have been focussing on developing our key reading 
skills of fact retrieval, word meaning and inference, amongst 
others such as prediction, comparing and analysing the effect of 
language. The children have been exposed to a rich variety of 
text genres and types including National Geographic articles, 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, The Call of the Wild by Jack London 
and ‘The Night Mail’ by WH Auden. These have been a thrilling challenge, 
grappling with the tricky vocabulary and inferences required when 
approaching texts like these! It has been lovely to see children enjoying our
class book Wonder, which is shared in our treasured time for end of day read.

We teach grammar, punctuation and spelling robustly through discrete lessons, daily 
Grammar Hammer sessions, daily RWI spelling sessions and through application to writing 
across the curriculum. We are currently working on a wonderful piece of writing which will 
showcase our learning from both English and our overarching curriculum question, ‘what 
makes us who we are?’. We are working on crafting a recipe of what makes each child who 
they are, which will allow the children to display their grammar, punctuation and spelling 
skills in a creative way. Towards the end of the term, we will be publishing our work in to 
class recipe books and looking forward to an exciting virtual book launch!



Maths
Challenge has been at the forefront of maths during this half-term in Year 6! We started the 
term, completing a set of diagnostic assessments which highlighted key areas of learning 
within place value, number and calculation that needed addressing. With the right balance 
of self-motivation and precise teaching the progress made in such a short amount of time 
was remarkable and this was evident in the results from the impact assessments with all 
three schools at least making 20% progress in the assessed areas.

                                                 Within every maths lesson, children either get the opportunity 
to revise or become exposed to a new arithmetic skill which is

 then practised and applied. This is then followed by the 
                                                          engaging teaching of a new skill relating to our maths scheme  

of work. Every child is expected to complete an aspect of 
fluency before grappling with some reasoning and problem 

solving relevant to the lesson.

We are challenging the Year 6s more than ever in maths this year, with some children being 
pushed to complete our ‘greater depth’ learning which requires the children to really 
capitalise on their prior mathematics and use a range of mathematical skills in order to be 
successful. Some of the ‘greater depth’ learning has been pitched at a KS3 level and it has 
been great to see a good number of children stepping up and thriving off the challenge.

Curriculum 
As well as making fantastic progress in Maths and English, 
we have really ensured that other curriculum subjects such 
as history, science and geography are also highly 
prioritised. We have considered what made the Ancient Maya 
civilisation who they were and have begun answering our whole school termly question of 

‘What makes us who we are?’
We are now exploring ideas surrounding evolution and inheritance to consider genetically, 
what makes us who we are, before moving on to consider how the geography of where you 
live can have an impact. All of our learning culminates in our exciting authentic outcome: 
publishing our recipe book!

For each curriculum topic, we have created a specific 
knowledge organiser to allow children to practise and 
see clearly the learning they will be doing. These are 
available on the Google classroom, as well as being in 
children’s books for them to refer to. These are already 
proving to be a great tool to help children understand the 
key information and we have even used them to make 
online quizzes to check we have fully retained what we have been taught. 

Live learning
Live learning through the Google classroom has been innovative, exciting and very valuable 
to our students. Three times per week for 45 minutes, all students across the three schools 
are invited to join a classroom where the learning is specifically targeted at them and what 
they need. This is achieved by having 7 teachers teaching the same learning outcome. We 
have the resources to be able to support, secure and stretch each and every child’s learning. 
The collaboration between schools has been extraordinary as the children are able to form 
relationships with not just the teachers across the three schools but other children in their 
‘live’ classroom.
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Mesoamerica a historical region and cultural area in North America. It extends from approximately central 

Mexico through Belize, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and northern Costa Rica.

Indigenous people or things belong to the country in which they are found.

Chichen Itza a village in Yucatán state in Mexico: site of important Mayan ruins. A UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Civilisation a human society with its own social organisation and culture.

Social class a group of people of similar status, commonly sharing similar levels of power and wealth.

Culture activities such as the arts and philosophy, which are considered to be important for the development of 

civilisation

Society a body of individuals living as members of a community

Hierarchy a system of organising people into different ranks or levels of importance, for example in society 
Artisan a worker in a skilled trade, especially one that involves making things by hand

Trade the activity of buying, selling, or exchanging goods or services

Polytheists the worship of or belief in more than one goddeities, a god or goddess
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Homework
Each week, on a Friday, your child has been receiving their homework 
over Google classroom. It has been wonderful to see so many children 

across all three schools engaging in this! There will always be a flipped 
learning element where children are asked to research, consider or 

engage in a particular topic ready for a lesson in school. We can really see 
children who have taken part in this as they are already sharing their findings in sessions!

Wellbeing
Each week the children participate in a hands-on, 
engaging Forest School session with a fully trained 
practitioner. This is a time that the children really look 
forward to, being immersed in nature and practising skills 
ranging from tool work to problem solving. This term so 
far the children have created Maya Gods, built towers, 
told stories, cooked feasts with mud, climbed trees, 
realised the floor was lava and strung autumn leaves. 

In addition, children take part in a weekly Strive session where they are able to take part in 
a variety of activities to support their personal development. These sessions are specifically 
tailored to the children in each class to ensure they have the most impact.

We hope you have enjoyed hearing about what 
we are all doing in Year 6!
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