
 
Wednesday 16th December 2020 

A very happy Christmas to you all! 
If you had asked me this time last year about 2020 I could not have predicted what 

would lay ahead. We set out huge aspirations and ambitious challenges to conquer last 
January, not knowing the extra challenges we would face.. I have to say that I believe 

that we have not only conquered those challenges and aspirations but we have 
surpassed them. 

Parents and children alike have all worked so hard and been so resilient since this 
pandemic began. You have worked hard at all the different things that as a school we 

have had to do to keep moving forward and we thank you! 
I am sure you will all join me in thanking staff at school, they have understood that to serve our community 

they have needed to work differently, and have done so successfully!! 
The joy I witnessed when the smallest children in school put together the Nativity films was incredible. The 

Nativity films are a masterpiece worthy of any Hollywood blockbuster! 
Keep safe over the Christmas Holiday and enjoy the festivities. 

Mrs Firth 

Whole School News 
INSET Day 
As you have seen in our recent communication with you, as a 
school, we have decided to move one of our INSET days to Friday 
18th December. This decision has been made with the knowledge 
that cases of coronavirus in the city are rising, especially in schools, 
and we want to keep the whole of our community safe.  We thank 
you for your continued understanding and support with all the 
decisions we have had to make since March this year. 

 
 
Christingle / End of Term Service / Awards 
On Monday afternoon, we watched the online 
Christingle celebration led by Ely Cathedral. 
The children spent the morning making their 
own Christingles for the service and learnt all 
about each part and its importance. 

 
Christmas Jumper Day and sparkly clothes 
In school this week, we have challenged staff to be as ‘Christmassy’ and 
sparkly as they can!  Mrs Foster has led the way with a sparkly skirt on 
Monday - we are looking forward to sparkly bow ties on some of our male 
teachers as the week  progresses! Christmas Jumper Day - and our 
Christmas dinner - is on Thursday when the whole school can celebrate 
the festive time of year through what we wear! 
 

 
 



Strive 
In school, we plan and deliver whole class Strive sessions, led by the 
teacher, and some children also have individual Strive sessions with Mrs 
Makansi or Miss Sutton.  Mrs Makansi wanted to share what the children 
she works with have been doing this week: 
 
‘In our Strive sessions this week we have been 

reflecting on the past year. We have been discussing the things that have gone 
really well and made us feel super proud as well as sharing the things that have 
been a little trickier. Whilst doing this, we have focused on who has been there for 
us and what we are grateful for! We are each writing our own gratitude letter to a 
special person in our life who we feel has helped us this year. We have thought 
really hard about this and it has been lovely to hear the different things that the 
children are grateful for including yummy dinners, goodnight kisses and even chilled 
out pyjamas days during lockdown! We have also each made some beautiful, sparkly and most definitely 
glittery Christmas cards for patients at Peterborough City hospital. A very kind lady from the hospital is going 
to ensure they are given to patients who don't receive regular contact or have any family or friends. It was 
heartwarming to read the messages that the children wrote to them, wishing them a speedy recovery and 
letting them know they will be thinking of them over the festive period!’ Mrs Makansi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the World, Alana 
 
We have some wonderful news to share with you all - Ms Lafeber gave birth to a 
beautiful baby daughter, Alana, at the end of November. I am sure you will join us 
to send Mrs Lefaber, and her family, best wishes at this wonderful time of the 
year. 
 
 

 
A new member of the team 
At the start of December, we welcomed a new member to our school team - Miss Foster (no 
relation to Mrs Foster) has joined our EYFS and Year 2 teams.  She has already settled in 
incredibly well and is well loved by the children she has been working with.  We look forward to 
continuing to work with Miss Foster after Christmas.  

 
‘My background is in theatre and I am currently in my final year of (Hons) in Classical 
Studies. It is fun to incorporate these skills into a school environment. This is my first 
time working in a school, which is very exciting and everyone has been so welcoming! 
I have always had a passion for learning and I really enjoy the opportunity to help the 
children on their learning journey’ 
Miss Foster 
 

 
 
 



Reading 
In years 2 to 6 we use a programme called ‘Renaissance Learning’ to quiz our 
children on the books they have read. The children enjoy taking ‘REN Learn’ quizzes 
and it embeds the understanding and learning from their books even further. This 
term so far the children who have accessed REN Learn have read a total of 48, 087, 
014 words! This is an amazing total….9 of our classes have read over a million 

words each and the class in first place has read over 8 million words!   
We are very proud of all of our pupils but would like to praise 8 children, in particular, who have 
read more than ONE MILLION words each!  Well doe to David, Imogen, Oliver, Riley, Nazeefah, 
Elisa, Bella and Katelyn - a massive congratulation to Katelyn for hitting the TWO MILLION mark 
too! 

 
Forest School 
As the Autumn term draws to a close we have been celebrating in style in Forest 
School!  
 
KS1 watched in awe as we made popcorn on the fire, they really worked their 
concentration skills by listening for the sizzling of the oil and that magical first pop! The 
smell made them all squeal with delight and noticed how the melted butter and sugar 
turned to syrup very quickly. Lots of great adjectives were used when describing how it 
tasted, delicious, scrumptious and sweet were just some of the words used, one child 
even declared that 'it was the best popcorn in the world!' 

6SR brought their Christingles out after the Ely cathedral celebration and despite the wind and the rain we 
managed to light all the candles. Perseverance and hope were put to the test as the candles had to be lit 
multiple times! They really showed off their empathy skills and were respectful and responsible at all times, 
it was a real joy to see the excitement in their faces as they created meaningful memories for their last ever 
Christmas Forest School lesson! 
Other children in KS2 have been working hard to create homemade gifts for family and friends. Many 
demonstrated great leadership skills when showing others how to make the special gift and  it was 
heartwarming to see so many children engaged when listening and learning from their peers. 
Below is a link to '12 Days Wild' a free activity from the Wildlife Trust, it has some lovely winter activities for 
all the family and is the perfect excuse for getting outside over the holidays and seeing the beauty in nature 
at this wonderful time of year. 
 
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/12dayswild 
 
I look forward to welcoming all the children back in January for the Spring term, 
Merry Christmas, 
Mrs Henson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/12dayswild


Whole School Development 
 

Pupil progress meetings 
This week our year team leaders across all three schools have met with the leadership team to discuss the 
progress and attainment for the children in their year group. These meetings are incredibly useful to all 
staff involved and allow us to celebrate our successes as well as question and challenge our teams in 
order to provide the best opportunities for learning for all the children in school. 

 
The National College 
Recently we have subscribed to ‘The National College’ - currently they are providing 
online professional development for members of the school community so all of our 
teachers, teaching assistants and governors can now access webinars and courses 
across a range of subjects and focus points.  Recently, staff have accessed learning on 
how we can make learning sticky and metacognition. All of our governors have a log in 
to the site and have already been discussing what they will utilise first. 

 
Exceptional Middle Leaders’ Programme  
Further professional development has been secured for many of our middle leaders 
(new subject leaders).  We work closely with PiXL - Mrs Jones at Barnack and 
myself here at St John’s are ‘PiXL Associates’ and work with local schools providing 
them with support to enhance the chances for the children in their school; Mrs Firth, 
who is a strategic lead for the PiXL School of Leadership which impacts on many 
school leaders over the whole country so we know that the quality of this course 
will be to a high standard and will benefit our leaders greatly. 

 
Power of Reading 
As always we have been researching, thinking about and developing how 
we teach reading in our school. We have been crafting a new curriculum 
over the last two years and weaving in our teaching of reading has been 
a priority for us. We know that reading and curriculum knowledge have a 
reciprocal relationship, strengthening each other with the other.  

Ready for next term, we have invested in the Power of Reading resources to enrich our teaching of reading 
in discrete lessons as well as embedding in our curriculum. In addition, we have composed a 'reading 
spine' which is made up of the books we want all of our children to have heard throughout their time at St 
John's- this will provide a bountiful legacy for our children as they move onto the next stages in their 
education. 

 
Curriculum 
Next term, in our curriculum lessons, we will be using Quizlet to allow the children to 
revise, retrieve and quiz themselves on the new knowledge they are gaining in their 
subject specific lessons. This knowledge will build over the term culminating in an end 
of term quiz to answer our spring curriculum question- 'In an ever-changing world, 

how do the choices we make have an impact?'. If you are interested in the knowledge being covered, it can 
be found on the knowledge organisers on each year group's pages! 
Science 
I am pleased to inform you that we will be launching a whole school 
#scienceselfie competition over the Christmas holidays. We want the 
children to realise that science is all around us, everyday. In order to 
get them to look for science around them, we are asking the children 
to take a selfie with a science theme. There are four prizes up for 
grabs, a prize for the best science selfie in EYFS, one for KS1, one for 
Lower KS2 and one for Upper KS2. To enter all they need  to do is send 
their science selfie with a brief explanation to their class teachers by 7th January and the winners will be 
announced on Monday 11th January. I look forward to seeing your wonderful science selfies after the 
Christmas holidays! Mrs Joseph" 
 



 



In and around school 
 
A competitive streak in Year 6 
There has been fierce competition for the class with the most words in year 6! Each week when Mrs Foster                                       
announces the class of the week, children in 6CK, 6SR and 6LE wait with baited breath to see if they have                                         
won...it is a tightly fought contest and the winner (so far) for the Autumn term is 6CK with 8,278,148                                     
words! (Closely followed in second place by 6LE - 7,882,600 and 6SR - 7,355,656 words) 

 
Year 6 have also been challenged by Year 5 to a ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’ 
competition….details of who the winners are will follow in the New Year! 
 
 
Year 6 have also been working hard to create their own recipe books which hit the                               

publishers today! They have each created their own 'recipe' to make themselves in order to answer the                                 
questions 'What makes us who we are?'  
 
 
 

 
STEM in Year 5 
Wow! Year 5 have really impressed us this week with their                     
incredible STEM skills! They had a great time expanding their                   
STEM knowledge whilst learning about Isambard Brunel and               
his engineering techniques. Year 5 worked so hard to                 
incorporate their new knowledge of Beams, Arches, Trusses               

and Suspension to create amazing bridges that can all                 
hold 1kg of sugar! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Frozen Year 4 
We learn at all times and from all opportunities 
in life and this was evidenced in 4RM last week 
- they had  such a positive experience exploring 
the frost outside on Monday. Milena said it 
made her feel “awesome!” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 3 acting stars 
3GG have been extremely excited about filming their TV segment of their year 3 authentic 
outcome. They collaborated to come up with ideas about what they would like everyone to 
know about their learning so far. A few children dressed up in Stone Age costumes and 
Habiba's sister even helped make her costume. They upcycled a bedsheet and turned it into 
an incredible Stone Age costume! 
 
 
All of Year 3 have been busy filming their television programme which will showcase all their 
amazing learning about the Stone Age. We have been excited to discover that who we are 
today is massively influenced by the people of our past. We can't wait to share our knowledge 

about the fascinating  and mysterious Cheddar Man! 

 
 

 
Documentaries in Year 2 
Year 2 have been preparing for their documentaries 
that will be filmed next week. They have been 
practising their lines and making cameras to inspire 
their creativity. Miss Duffy, Miss Mann and Miss 
Mortley are extremely proud of the effort that the 
children are putting into their performances! 
 

 
 
 

 
Year 1- a closer look at Mathematics and India 
Year 1 have had a lot of fun exploring 2D shapes. They have 
had a play with them to see if they can build bigger shapes. 
They have also been labelling and categorising the shapes 
into colours, number of sides and number of angles 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children have continued to explore India and its landmarks. We investigated the Taj Mahal and 
discovered that it took over 20 years to build. ‘We had the challenge to build to plan and build the Taj Mahal 
using only 2 materials!’ 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Nativity in Reception 
 

 

 

Reception have been hard at work rehearsing their lines and songs for our spectacular nativity 
performance. Mr Hollingsworth filmed it last week ready for release onto our website on Monday. 
The Reception team could not be more proud of all the children’s hard work, they really are Oscar 
worthy superstars! 



 
We want to finish the last newsletter of 2020 with something we heard last week which warmed our 

hearts and made us realise why we do what we do here for both our teachers and our children. 
A new colleague to our school, and to the profession, said last week in a meeting with their mentor 

that St John’s is: 
 

 ‘A school that is always trying to be better - there is no ceiling on improvement.’ 
 

We never put a ceiling on what our children can achieve and push ourselves, too, to ensure that we 
do our best and  be our best. ‘For with God, nothing is impossible’ permeates through everything we 

do. 
  And with that, we wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year. 

 
Mrs Foster, Mrs Harwood and all at St John’s. 

And finally, a message from our governors… 
What an end to a truly challenging, amazing term.  

The Reception Nativity. It was so professional, definitely a blockbuster. The staff and children put so much hard work 
into these productions. Congratulations on telling the Christmas story in such a beautiful way. Making use of the 

outdoor and indoor spaces - truly inspirational.  
 

If I had to choose one word for St John's this term it would be inspirational.  
Throughout the school Staff and children have been inspirational, courageous and totally motivated with a fantastic 

'can do' attitude towards every area of the curriculum. Thank you so much St John's on behalf of all the governors for 
facing  all the challenges of a very different school term and achieving  so much. 

 I always look forward to watching the celebration collective worship; such  a positive way to begin the week for Mrs 
Foster and everyone at St John's.  

 
Wishing staff, children and families a peaceful and safe Christmas. I'm sure I speak on behalf of all the governors 

when I say we are truly a privileged group of Governors.  
Helen Koenig 

Chair of Governors 

 


