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            5th March 2021 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

A growing excitement has been felt around school from children and staff at the prospect of  
seeing everyone from our school community back with us next week. 
I’m sure that you are all as excited as us about the return to school. This will be the third time we 
return to school this year and hopefully there will be no more lockdowns on the horizon. I would 
like to ask all parents and children to take a moment this weekend and celebrate what they have 
accomplished. This last year has been complex and challenging but also rewarding and             
enlightening. I hope you have really enjoyed the closer contact you have had to what is            
happening in the classroom, although I am sure we will be able to hear cheers ringing out across 
Barnack village just after 9 am on Monday.  
The last few months has seen the whole community rise to the challenge of remote learning, we 
are so proud of all that has been achieved. This couldn’t have been achieved without you as     
co-educators.  Onwards and upwards! 
 

British Science Week – 8th March 
  
British Science Week is on the horizon - a celebration of science, technology, engineering and maths!  
  
We are delighted to share that for our upcoming ‘British Science Week’, we will be running a      
science ‘read-a-thon’ across all three schools. The purpose of this fundraiser is to encourage      
children to read as many science related books as possible by Friday. Teachers, friends and families 
can set children a target to achieve at the beginning of the week depending on the year group. 
Children will be asking you to support them, in particular with sponsorship. The money raised will 
go towards the NHS ‘Over and Above’ charity trust. We believe that this is a great way to              
incorporate reading within our wider curriculum and also show our appreciation for the staff who have worked so tirelessly to 
care for our community during these challenging times.  
  
During British Science Week, Years 5 and 6 across all three schools will be hearing from some wonderful speakers who work in 
STEM roles to help the children understand more. These include Barnack parent and Chief Technology Officer Alex Shaw who 
normally runs our Coding Club; a pilot for TUI airline; a traffic engineer for Transport for London; a Technology Director at a   
major chemical company; and an RAF squadron commander. 
 
In addition to this, there will also be a variety of science related activities taking place in classes during the science week. The 
theme for 2021 British Science Week is ‘Innovating for the future’ - with this in mind, children will be creating whatever version 
of the theme that inspires them. Inspiration can come from anywhere – innovation in technology or health care, or maybe even 
innovation that is used in STEM careers. Each year group will also be given plenty of opportunities to work in groups to explore 
and problem solve to create their STEM designs and innovations. Science week is a great way to provide the intellectual tools for 
our future scientists, inventors and engineers!  
 

 



Returning to school preparation / Curriculum 
  
In recent weeks, a number of staff members across the three schools have been working    
together to construct a curriculum (until Easter) to ensure that when all the children return, 
they are able to seamlessly transition their learning and engagement into the school            
environment. The intention of the plan is to help support children's return to school with the focus being on their mental,       
physical and emotional agility. We are proud and excited to launch this on the 8th March.   
  
Update on the new building, fence and MUGA 
  
We are excited to announce that all the planning permission has been approved for the new classroom, offices and toilets. 
The City Council has also approved the fence for the perimeter of the school grounds and a multi-use games area (MUGA). At 
the moment it is currently with Peterborough City Councils’ legal team and the tender process is about to begin. We are     
hopeful that the builders will be onsite by May.  
  
World Book Day 2021 
  
Thank you so much to everybody who joined in with World Book Day on Thursday. We all had a fantastic day and there was a 
real love of reading seen as you all described why you had chosen your books and characters. Children enjoyed dressing up 
and guessing the book characters, there were reading scavenger hunts, descriptive writing based on a book character and 
potato decorating. Your wonderful potatoes are being judged and winners will be announced very soon. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News from the classes   
 
Reception 
 
Reception have been making their own recycled paper this week, both the children in school and at home have followed the 
steps to make their paper, which they will be writing to create their own book, with all the different ways we can help our 
world. Reception have started learning about money this week and the children have been digging out their piggy banks to 
look at coins and all the different types of coins we can use. We are looking forward to having everyone back next week,     
seeing all your work and building our gallery to share with parents at the end of term. Reception have been working so hard, 
both in school and at home and we can't wait to celebrate all their hard work with you. 
 
 



Year 1 
 
The past few weeks, Year 1 have been looking at measuring weight, capacity and volume. We have made predictions, compared 
measurements and even made our own scales using coat hangers! In English, we have looked at Fiction and Non-fiction texts 
and the purpose of each, investigated leaflets and began to look at their purpose. In the wider curriculum, we have planted our 
own beans, looked at different charities and researched the founder of Save the Children (Eglantyne Jebb). In STEM, we have 
built water carriers, using a variety of materials, and tried these out to see how waterproof they were! Year 1 children loved 
World Book Day, they made short videos to explain who their favourite character is and why- superstars! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 
 
As part of our learning about the Great Fire of London we have been learning about the Monument and designing our own 
monuments to commemorate the last 12 months of the coronavirus pandemic! Lottie built hers out of Lego and in class we 
made ours using scrap paper and papier-mache, Miss Dobson will share the finished products on the website! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Year 3 
 
Year 3 have had a great time learning about plants and flowers. So far this term we have thought of different ways to explain 
the life cycle of a plant, with some children singing their explanation and we have created our own flowers filled with 'pollen' 
and used bees we made to investigate how pollination occurs. We had a creative couple of weeks writing and have been looking 
at different forms of poetry. The children have looked at different techniques, such as onomatopoeias, alliteration and similes, 
and have used them to write their own poems. To tie in with our poetry, we have studied song lyrics in reading sessions, the 
children have listened to some of the 'classics' by the Beatles and Joni Mitchell, to name but a few.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 4 
 
In Year 4 science we have been investigating teeth! We found out the names and functions of different types of teeth, how we 
use different teeth when eating food and what happens after we swallow it. Well done to Lottie for her model teeth and to    
Melody for sharing a photo of her own teeth collection box! We have all enjoyed exploring ‘doodling’ as an art form, taking   
inspiration from the ‘Tate Kids’ website. Some of us have found it really tricky not to think too much about what we are drawing! 
This week we explored pattern doodling based on Bernard Cohen’s picture. 

 

Year 5 
  
Year 5 have had a jam packed two weeks! We have taken some huge steps for man in our topic, looking at not only the rockets 
which are sent into space but the astronauts inside them. We have put ourselves in the shoes of Neil Armstrong and verbalised 
how it would feel to go into space ourselves. In maths, we are still pursuing fractions. Now, we can convert them into decimals 
and percentages! We have all shown such perseverance in what has been a very difficult topic and it has paid off. World Book 
Day was a fabulous time for us to show our love of reading by dressing up as our favourite characters, showing off our favourite 
books and decorating potatoes! We spent an hour writing our own dynamic duos after gaining inspiration from author talks. 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 
 
In year 6, we have been looking at statistics. We have learnt how to interpret data shown in pie charts and how to construct a 
pie chart, which has been quite a challenge to do virtually. In history we have been learning about the differences between      
refugees, migrants and asylum seekers. We looked deeply at some of the causes and decisions that are made, which result in     
somebody becoming a refugee, migrant or an asylum seeker by putting ourselves in their position. We have been really            
impressed with the attitude of the pupils in school. During their break and lunch times they have been clearing the old flag 
stones that extend across the field. They are now the feature they once were, (this also resulted in the boys obtaining many 
worms for their weekly fishing adventures). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We look forward to welcoming all the children back on Monday and having the school full again. Have a restful weekend and 
once again thank you for your incredible support during this lockdown.  
 
From Mrs Jones and all at Barnack 
 
 


