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The school community has adapted so well to the                 
ongoing pandemic, life has changed on so many fronts in                   
so many ways. We come into school differently, our                 
playtimes are different, the way we have lunch is different                   
and the way we gather together during collective worship                 
is such a change, however the core purpose of what we                     
do remains the same. The love and kindness with which                   
all staff, parents and children show each other has been                   
heartwarming. The determination of staff to ensure             
learning is at the heart of each and every day is                     
exceptional, the support staff who reach out to children                 
and smooth down worries and fears, encourage bravery               
and ensure children are “ready to learn” has been                 
transformational for many. In the background of this are                 
our parents who day in day out support the work of the                       
school and their child – you are doing an incredible job in                       
extraordinary times. I would like to take this opportunity to                   
say to all, well done and keep going. 
 

These newsletters give you an insight into the wonderful work your children do and the continuing 
school improvement that happens. 

Mrs Firth 
 
 

 
 

Remembrance Day 
Even though we couldn’t gather together as a whole 
school to celebrate the day that World War I ended 
and to thank those brave men and women who have 
fought for our country over the years, and continue to 
protect us, we did mark the moment.  All children and 
adults paused their day with a 2 minute silence on 
the 11th hour of the 11th day or the 11th month. 
Children have learnt about ‘Remembrance Day’ and 
its importance in our history. They have discussed 
the impact that this has had on us as a country and 
why we still remember.  
 



Developing a love of reading 
 
We’ve been really thinking about the magic of 
reading and becoming immersed in stories. As 
readers, it is easy to get ‘stuck’ with reading the 
same author or type of 
book and we would like to 
share the ‘Book Trust’ 

website which has a section for readers to find ‘What to read after’ their 
current book.  The link below takes you to the web page and if you find the 
photo of ‘What to read after’ it will take you to a page where you can find 
suggestions for the next book to read! We are excited to hear what new 
authors and books you find to read! 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/ 
 

Children In Need 
 
Although this year we needed to be adaptable whilst raising money, we were not 
letting Covid stop us from raising money for a great cause! 
 
In order to raise money for Children In Need we had a 
non-school uniform day and it was fantastic to see so 
many spots and pudsey memorabilia, thank you so 

much for your online contributions! 
To start our day, we enjoyed a child led collective worship by Suviksha and Joshua 
5AP which educated us about the amazing work CIN do every year and we enjoyed 
a guest appearance from Mrs Foster who was incredibly brave and shared a 
personal story about how Children In Need had supported close friends of hers. 
This gave us the motivation and dedication to join Joe Wicks in the last 20 minutes of 
his 24 hour live workout! You'll be glad to know the Children didn't let the teachers sit 
out of that one! 
We then combined all of our ages, within each class, and worked as a team to read 
that many words in just one day! We also took part in Children in Need's '5 to Thrive' 
activities which were lovely exercises designed to help our wellbeing!  
Our most enjoyable moment of the day though, was having all staff out at playtime 
with their bubble and playing games together!  
 
What a day to remember!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/


 
 

Staff news 
 
Last Friday, we waved goodbye to Mrs Lafeber (temporarily) as she takes a 
break from school to become a Mum for the second time!  We wish her all the 
best as ‘three become four’ and we are excitedly waiting to hear news of the 
little one’s arrival! 
 

We are very lucky to introduce Miss Sutton who will become part of our 
‘Strive’ team - working with children to support their learning in school.   
‘Hello, my name is Miss Sutton. I have just graduated from Central Saint Martins with  a 
Textiles degree and I am very excited to be joining the St John’s team. I worked as a 

primary school tutor whilst I was studying and so I am excited to combine my 
creativity and academic interests. Outside of school I love painting, reading, playing 

sports and travelling!’ 
 
PE After School Clubs 
We are delighted to announce that we are going to start offering after school sport clubs as part 
of our extra curricular programme. The sports clubs will be run in year group class bubbles to 
maintain and adhere to safety guidelines.' 
We shall be starting with key stage 2 year groups (Y3 -Y6). We will be sending a letter home early 
next week. 
Mr Griffin, Mr Pilinski and Miss Corleys 

Whole School Development 
Each and every week at St John’s, we work on ‘school development’ - doing everything we can to 
improve the education for the children here in school. 
This week we have had a number of areas which we have been working on and we are excited to 
share these with you. 

 
Maths 
As maths lead, I really enjoy being able to see children working 
mathematically. Due to the new protective measures in place, I am not as 
readily able to go in and out of classrooms to see maths ‘in action’ but, 
this week, I have taken the opportunity to look through a sample of maths 
books. The theme for me was ‘challenge’ - so many opportunities for all 

the children to be challenged in maths; to show their learning in a variety of ways and to - clearly - 
make progress. Your children should be incredibly proud of the hard work that they have been 
putting in to their maths lessons and it is so clear how hard the staff are working to ensure that 
we provide the children with a rich and varied maths curriculum. 
Mrs Harwood 
 

Phonics  
We had a fantastic RWI phonics development day on Wednesday where 
we focussed on keeping our phonics teaching the best it can be. We 
worked with all of our teachers in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to ensure 

we are able to secure the most progress from our children. Developing our children into able, 
enthusiastic and lifelong readers is central to our vision at St John’s and phonics is a crucial tool 
in achieving this. 
It was also great to see many of our parents joining the phonics parent meetings in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 over the last two weeks. We hope you found these useful and informative! 
Mrs Ross 



 

 
Writing Champions 
"This week in school we have launched the search for our writing champions! Each 
class teacher is going to pick two children that use all the tools that help children to 
be the best writer that they can be. They will be looking for super handwriting and 
presentation, brilliant imagination and using all the skills they have been taught in 
their writing. Each writing champion will be a role model for the other children 

around school and will get a gold badge to wear with pride!" 
Mrs Salisbury 

 
 
Staff training 
We are continuing to develop our use of Google Classroom 
across the school by utilising all of the tools available in the 
programme.  This week, our staff meeting was focused on the 

planning process that we have in place in school. We were able to have rich discussions about 
this process in smaller ‘randomised’ teams by using ‘Break Out Rooms’. This allowed for more in 
depth discussions to ensure a rigorous process is in place - benefiting all children. In order to keep 
all of our staff safe, developing and improving our weekly training in this way is essential now that 
many of our meetings are virtual across our ‘family’ of schools. 
Mr Hurford 



In and around school 
 
Imitation at its best! 
Reception children had been playing ‘schools’ and they weren’t listening to their 
teacher so the ‘teacher’ did a ‘Team Stop’ and the children followed the lead and 
began listening!  Imitation is such a key learning power that we give opportunities for 
the children to practice and, seeing this in the children’s play, showed how important 
this is to learn and grow. 
 
 

A message from our PE team 
'Since our half term break, students have come back to school and are experiencing many new games 
within our PE lessons. ‘Outdoor adventurous activities’ is a new topic for our students in years 3-6, whilst 
students in Reception to Year 2 are working on Multi skills, Hockey and Fitness respectively. As a 
department we have funded many new resources and equipment that we can not wait for the students to 
use during their PE lesson this term to further showcase their skills and talents.' 
 
Reception 
Hedgehogs class have really tried hard with their homework this week! 
So much so, we have made a beautiful display of their work, how fab! 

 
This Remembrance display shows the thought which our youngest 
pupils have put into remembering those brave soldiers who lost their 
lives to ensure we continue to live in a free, democratic country.  British 
Values at its best! 
 

 
Mathematics! 
This is Oliver demonstrating his wonderful maths skills. Mrs Kosiorek was so 
excited to share how proud everyone in Reception was with this! 
‘Oliver rolled his dice, he then added one more in his head. He was asked to write a 
maths sentence. He was able to do it while telling me what he was doing. After 
suggesting that he could use a number line - he then drew the jumps . He did it with 
no problems.!  
 
We are very proud of you, Oliver.  
 

 
Woolly Mammoths at St John’s 

Patrick and Brianna have all created a 
diorama to show how they would catch a 

wooly mammoth. I am extremely impressed 
with their creativity and how they have 

visualised their thoughts!  
 
 
 
Service 
Two of our wonderful Year 3 students - Amy and Millie - both decided to start litter picking during break 
time and lunchtime. They even came prepared with their own gloves and plastic bags! We really appreciate 
all that you have done to clear up the learning environment! What superstars. 
 
Poetry recital 
In Mrs Riddy’s class this week, the children have been learning a poem and recited it 
on Remembrance Day. They thought about why we wear poppies and Mrs Riddy 
was incredibly proud of how hard they worked to read the poem to others. Well done 
3DR. 



 

 
 

A message from Mrs Foster, Head of School 
 
Wow, that’s the first two weeks of our second Autumn Term gone already! I 
regularly have conversations with staff, parents and children about this in school, 
using the age old phrase that ‘Time flies when you’re having fun’! We are, indeed, 
finding ‘fun’ wherever we can in school - this is so important to us and the laughter 
we hear around school brings joy and healing to us all.  
Laughter, fun, joy and healing all bring hope, which is exactly what we need right 
now. I have been reading a book that talks about hope being the opposite of 
helplessness and suggests that there is little in between these two virtues. In short, 
if you are not hopeful, you feel helpless. I have been reflecting on this, and feel so 
thankful that St. John’s is such a hopeful, intuitive 

school - we often find that there always seems to be the right person 
there, in the right place, at the right time, whenever we need an ‘injection of 
hope’. Having received a ‘thank you’ email from a parent this week, 
expressing that they, too, had found hope recently, I have been thinking 
about our work as ‘dealers of hope’ so to speak! This has been very true of 
our actions and fundraising for ‘Children in Need’ this week, ‘dealing’ hope 
to the most vulnerable children in society who need it most. We will be 
focusing on our Christian value of ‘service’ next week, which will be an ideal opportunity for us to think 
more deeply about this, considering further how we can actively ‘deal hope’ to those who need it most. 
I am looking forward to our ‘Big Question’ collective worship next week. I was both challenged and inspired 
by our children’s thoughtful responses about courage and fear this week, which showed they are such 
powerful learners - leading, visualising, wondering and connecting their thinking. This had such a positive 
impact on me personally, demonstrating the ‘power’ they have to make a positive impact on the wider 
world - just awe-inspiring! 
Mrs Foster 

And finally, a message from our governors 
 

Mrs Harwood has expressed what I feel everytime I read the news letter and watch the celebration 
collective worship. It is wonderful the way staff and children work together and achieve so much. The 
motivation of the children to take on their own learning and challenge themselves is so positive.  
The book trust is a great idea for children to continue and progress with their enjoyment of reading.  
It's heart-warming to know that even in these challenging times ‘Remembrance Day’ was celebrated. The 
poem 'Poppy, Poppy' says it all in such a simple and poignant way. Love the poppy display in Reception, 
very creative!  You certainly had a great ‘Children in Need’ day: lots of very imaginative ideas to celebrate 
the day and raise money.  
Courage, Service and Care: three Christian Values of St John's School, so evident in the many diverse ways 
you practice these values.  
On behalf of all the governors, thank you to all the staff who put so much thought and effort into 
developing an amazing learning and challenging environment and to the children who  have taken up this 
challenge and their enthusiasm to progress. A great start to another half term full of hope and courage. 
Can't wait to see what the next two weeks bring.  

Helen Koenig  
Chair of Governors.  

 
 

 



 
 

As you can see from this week’s newsletter, we have been thinking about children in our country - 
and around the world - who have suffered adversity and considering what we can do to support 

people who need it. There has been a definite theme of courage and service since our return from 
half term and we are all very proud of the care and love which the children at St John’s show to 

others.  We are excited to see what the rest of the term brings and I look forward to sharing this with 
you all soon.. 

 
 

Mrs Harwood and all at St John’s. 


